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dying in masses. As the result of this policy whole communities
of Cossacks were exterminated: for instance, the Kuban
Cossacks have practically ceased to exist.1
What the intentions of the Soviet Government in this
respect are is clearly visible from a speech2 delivered in May
1934 to a conference of judges and other administrators of
justice by Krylenko, the Soviet Commissar of Justice. He
referred to rumours circulated, as he said, by "wiseacres," that
the time had come for a certain relaxation in the rigour of
the Soviet punitive organs, and said then literally: "That
would be a great mistake; the class war must continue and
must even be intensified. The enemy classes had been shat-
tered, but individual class enemies still existed. We have not
shot them all, we have not caught them all, we have not
destroyed them all physically. Many toilers came under the
influence of class enemies and were upsetting the plans. They
also must be handled by punitive organs; we must educate
by compulsion."
These words of the Soviet Commissar^of Justice speak
volumes. They show that in spite of the use of famine to
eliminate "class enemies" the Soviet has by no means given
up their older methods.
The statement of Krylenko shows clearly that the direct
persecution of individuals, "undesirable" in the Soviet view,
is still carried on with the help of Ogpu and other political
organizations. In view of the gigantic dimensions of the struggle,
the older methods no longer suffice. Stalin's decision to start
the collectivization of Russian agriculture led inevitably to the
famine, to Moscow's struggle against the nationalities, and to
the employment of famine as an instrument of national policy.
1 The Osservatare Romano (August 1934) records the following significant
utterance of Stalin: "The Cossack shave a toddle-class mentality. I have no
doubt that they will take the first opportunity of rebelling against us. We
must exterminate them as a class and a caste, and even their memory must
be destroyed."
* Published in The Times, May n, 1934.